44                     OUR EVOLVING CIVILIZATION
The areas devoted to sugar and cotton are shown in the last map (Fig.
,12a). They are of little importance, except as illustrations of the utili'/a-
tion of sub-tropical lauds by a completely Anglo Saxon settlement.
To sum up, we sec that the arid portion of Australia (top rijjht map)
.is devoid of any notable settlement. It is eustomaiy on the part of
"wishful thinkers" to state that this is due to the "newness" of Aus-
tralian settlement. This, however, is not a reasonable argument, for
there was a military settlement on the north coast as early as I82*K and
such settlements were maintained there till 1848. Indeed, the tu.st large
extent of the Australian coast to be placed on the* world maps was Hie
arid western and north-west coast. This was known to the Hutch lor
160 years before the first real settlement at Sydney in 17K8.
The borders of settlement in Australia are determined by the
possibilities for the grazing of stock. All the land which could be used
for this purpose was known, and almost all of it was sparsely occupied,
by 1880. The pioneer belt in Australia has always been known as the
"Never-Never" country, and we may be sure that the hardy squatters
in the Nevcr-Ncvcr would long ago have "taken up*' the mote arid
lands, if they had been worth even sparse pastoral occupation, There
is unfortunately a large area of real desert1 in Australia. Some eminent
climatologists (such as Koeppen) would label almost all the arid a tea
shown in the small map (Fig. 12a) as "desert1."1 'The writer has, how-
ever, demarcated the two "practically hopeless" portions of the arid
region, and has confined the term "desert" to these two areas. They
total about 700,000 square miles, and are shown by dotted lines in the
main map (Fig, 12a).
Of course, population density is not synonymous with civiiiwitiou.
But no one will deny that a happy and prosperous population, with
sufficient leisure from the task of obtaining a mere subsistence* is the
best milieu in whicji civilization can evolve satisfactorily * Ju the
south-east of Australia (and in the adjacent Dominion of New Zealand,
to which I can devote no space) the conditions for the growth of such
a civilization are better than in most parts of the world. In this corner
of the continent the climate is excellent, better in the writer's opinion
than the far-famed Riviera or California, It is, however, the characteristic
of the Australian continent that the environment deteriorates unusually
rapidly toward the centre; so that, in the writer's opinion, the distinction
between "economic Australia'1 (in the south and cast) and "empty
Australia" (in the centre, north, and west), will always be very marked;